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SNAP  elec- 
tion? Now the 
prophets are busy 
and the gossip 
writers have 
something to 
write about. Every- 
body is asking, ‘‘Will the Govern- 
ment take their chance, either shortly 
-or when the cuts are removed?’’ But 
we would remind our readers that the 
“Labour Organiser,’ first among 
either Labour or national journals, 
as far back as last December, pointed 
to the present possibilities. We fore- 
told that circumstances were so de- 
veloping as to afford a temptation to 
the Government to come to the coun- 
try this summer. Our warning has 
_proved justified. The circumstances 
are here. Will the Government 
‘plunge or wait another year? 


Neither in December last, or now, 
do we venture a prophecy on this 
question. We just want to point the 
moral, And the moral is—be ready. 
If we were Tories we should be all 
for a General Election this summer, 
and we need say no more than that 
_we believe most of our readers agree 
with us. But, perhaps, fortunately 
for Labour, the plunge is not so 
simple a task for Mr. MacDonald. It 
is an open secret that Tory whips 
have been canvassing the prospect of 
a snap election among supporters for 
the past few weeks. The reception in 
Tory ranks is mixed. The more 
far-sighted Tories would like to go 
back with a more workable majority 
on a programme of Reconstruction. 
Tory M.P’s whose presence in the 
present House is an accident, are 
divided—some would be glad to be 
relieved of a position they never 
really coveted or expected, but a 
larger number know that their seats 
are in the window. They will never 
go back, and these Johnnies don’t 
want an election. There is also, of 
course, the risk. Snap elections 


have by no means always paid those 
who called them. And as the Govern- 
ment well knows, Labour is more 
than back to 1929—it is more united 
to-day than ever in its history, and 
more purposeful. As a_ cautious 
Scotsman the Prime Minister knows 
all this. But whatever the outcome 
we will venture to say this: That 
from now on it will be safe to say 
the Government will not run_ its 
course. An election is a possibility 
any time. 


The fact that the Movement has 
been preparing for the ‘Victory for 
Socialism’’ Campaign has apparently 
avoided any naticnal membership 
campaign this spring. A few Parties 
have, of course, indulged in special 
local membership drives, and these 
things are to be commended as a 
regular part of Local Party funciions 
at any time of the year. Eut we are 
afraid that a certain number of Par- 
ties—a small number we are glad to 
say—are becoming guilty. of a grave 
abuse of Labour Party rules. Party 
rules expressly provide that no per- 
son is an individual member unless 
possessing a national card, and this 
provision is well enough known 
throughout the Movement. Notwith- 
standing this there are a handful of 
Parties who have not yet ordered 
membership cards for 1934, and in 
one or two cases we know of Parties 
who have been issuing temporary re- 
ceipts for subscriptions, and in one 
case the Party has issued old cards 
to this year’s members. We _ have 
every sympathy with the Party which 
is financially hit, and which cannot 
pay cash for its cards, but these 
things have only to be explained fo 
the Head Office of the Party for some 
concession to be made. But the 
issue of temporary receipts or old 
cards is, to use plain words. a fraud 
upon the members and a deliberate 
violation of ‘the Party constitution. 
And it is not the weakest Parties 
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who are the guilty ones. In some of 
the cases we have in mind large 
Trade Union subsidies are received. 
‘the proceedings we complain of will, 
we know, receive serious condemna- 
tion by the Head Office of the Party, 
but we trust also that the good sense 
of local Socialists will stamp out this 
evil and prevent its repetition. 


May we, this month, be permitted 
a personal note? In the Executive 
Committee’s report of one constitu- 
ency Labour Party, we find the fol- 
lowing paragraph: ‘‘We feel strongly 
that if Party workers would read this 
very valuable organising journal (i.e., 
“Labour Organiser’) it would be 
very helpful to them. The inform- 
ation contained therein as to what 
other Parties are doing would tend 
to brighten our outlook generally.” 
By the same post another Party 
writes—““Our Ward Committee have 
found this journal very informative 
and useful.’’ And to all this we may 
add that for fourteen years showers 
of congratulations have rained upon 
us regarding the service the ‘‘Labour 
Organiser’’ renders to the Movement. 
We feel, however, that there are very 
many of our readers who could assist 
us further from the point of view of 
circulation. The ‘‘Labour Organiser” 
ought to be read by a very much 
larger circle of readers. We want a 
thousand new readers at once—who 
will help? 


And in asking for a thousand new 
readers we are not asking too much. 
If the ‘‘Labour Organiser’’ is of ser- 
vice to you, dear reader, imagine 
what effect there would be on the 
Movement if a thousand or two thou- 
sand more copies were sold per 
month. The production of this paver, 
which is voluntary, entails a heavy 
strain upon the two or three who are 
concerned each month in its publica- 
tion. But that is a small matter. We 
are concerned, however, about our 
message reaching the Movement. 
Please read this month’s number. 
Should not what the ‘“‘Labour Organ- 
iser’’ contains be in the hands _ of 
every Local Labour Party Secretary, 
and every worker in the Movement? 
Many of our readers take but one 
copy per month, while we know quite 
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well that their Parties could do with 
two or three dozen copies. [s this 
selfishness, or is it because our terms 
of supply have not been placed before 
the Local Party? 


Alone among periodicals published 
in the Labour Movement this journal 
is not published for personal interest, 
personal education or pleasure. Its 
object is to train workers, to teach 
workers what to do, and to keep 
Labour’s army of voluntary workers © 
up-to-date, and informed of every- 
thing which will assist in Labour 
triumph. Because of this special 
outlook and the special purpose of 
the ‘“‘Labour Organiser,’’ its purchase 
by Labour Parties for the use of 
Party officers is justified. It has been 
a practice of a large number of Par- 
ties over many years to regularly 
purchase a supply of “‘Labour Organ- 
isers’’ each month for free distribu- 
tion among the Local Party’s chief 
workers. And this pays. The Parties 
which train their workers get the 
quickest returns. We can point with 
pride to the fact that where the 
“Labour Organiser’? has gone, 
Labour triumphs have followed. In 
this matter we frankly ask for the 
co-operation of present readers. We 
will gladly send a special circular 
which gives a prospectus of the 
“Labour Organiser’? and our terms 
of supply for the use of any Party. 
We are also prepared to send speci- 
men copies for the use of Executives 
where the matter is being considered. 
It is now up to our readers. We must 
have that thousand new readers. 


SHOW FILMS 
at indoor and outdoor functions. 
SOVIET RUSSIA, PAST AND 
PRESENT 


is now available in four reels on 16 m.m, or 
9.5 m.m. stock (70 minutes). 


Also IVAN THE TERRIBLE 
(Conrad Veidt) 


in two reels, 16 m.m, or 9,5 m.m. Book- 
ings accepted for one night to three 
months’ hire. 


Show anywhere ; Non-inflammable ; 
no License required. ‘ 
Send for particulars to 
CINE DEPT., Forum Cinema, 
*Phone : Villiers Street, Strand, 
TEMP. Bar 3931. London, W.C.2 
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VICTORY for SOCIALISM! 


_ As briefly announced in our last 
issue, the date for the commencement 
of the ‘‘Victory for Socialism’? Cam- 
paign has now been definitely fixed. 
The scheme operates as from May 
1st, and from that time onward the 
great march to victory will be taking 
place. The campaign will begin with 
those Parties who, up to the date 
mentioned, have signified their par- 
ticipation in the scheme, and we have 
little doubt that as the months go on 
the campaign will be strengihened 
month by month by the addition of 
Other constituencies until the whole 
country is embraced. 


Not unnaturally some of those Par- 
ties who early signified their accept- 
ance of the scheme have been rest- 
less, and they have wanted the start 
to begin. It has, however, been the 
business of the National Executive to 
ensure that when a commencement 
was made a really big start was en- 
sured. After ali, the mighty Labour 
Movement is somewhat slow in getting 
going — which reminds us that the 
mills of the gods grind slowly, but 
they grind exceedingly small. And 

that is not altogether untrue about 
our Movement. 


Simultaneously with the launch of 
the campaign a big series of Regional 
Conferences has been _ arranged, 

covering the whole country. The ob- 
ject of these conferences is to ensure 
that every local unit, including the 
Trades Union Branches, knows about 
the campaign. The conferences will 
‘do something to fire the enthusiasm 
of the Movement, to show the units 
how the scheme works, and to give 
them hints on the part which all are 
expected to play. 


These conferences will also play a 
very important part in bringing into 
the campaign those laggards among 
Divisional Parties who have not yet 
signified their participation in the 
‘scheme. During the past months we 
have, of course, heard a great deal of 
the difficulties of some Parties in 
facing up to the obligations which the 
scheme imposes. Apparently after 
Hastings there were second thoughts 
in a good many quarters, and the 
‘“Labour Organiser’ first, and alone, 
‘among Labour journals, early pointed 


out the peculiarity of our Movement 
that while it could be fired by an 
emotional appeal there were many 
who would not be so ready to get 
down to the humdrum work of 
making Socialists. What we said has 
proved literally true, and it needed 
a campaign among the Parties before 
ever the Victory for Socialism Cam- 
paign could be launched; and _ this 
explains the delay. 


At Hastings the Movement with one 
voice acclaimed the new _ scheme. 
Nothing was heard or voiced about 
local difficulties, which was a pity, 
and those difficulties were only ex- 
pressed when the campaign needed 
impletion. Had the delegates from 
Local Parties at Hastings said what 
they ought to have said their answer 


VICTORY FOR 


Sr@) Gl Arla les Me 


HAS 
ViOuUR 

PARTY 

SENT OFF 

ITS ANSWER | 


could have been given then, and the 
later adaptations which have been 
made in the scheme could have been 
earlier put forward. 


After all, far too much has been 
heard during recent months from 
some Parties of their inability to pay. 
The vision which got hold of the 
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delegates at Hastings did not reach 
the delegates at home. Hastings en- 
visaged a_ terrific encruitment of 
Labour forces but the Parties in the 
country only saw the expense involved ; 
only the more far-seeing ones have 
so far observed that the financial side 
of the campaign must not be con- 
sidered in terms of present income 
and resources, but in terms of what 
the campaign will return in increased 
power, increased membership, rein- 
vigorated movements and rising in- 
come. 

These are some of the things which 
we trust will be got over by the plat- 
form at the Regional Conferences. 
No Party in the country which dis- 
tributes its literature effectively can 
fail to obtain splendid returns! for 
the expenditure. Month by month 
there must be an effort to get more 
members through the literature dis- 
tributors, or by supplementary means. 
We must not sow without an effort 
to reap. 

The following is the amount of 
literature which is to be received in 
respect of the units mentioned :— 
Contribution. Amount of Literature. 


DS 1,250 copies 
10s 2,500. 5,,; 
15s. 4,000 _,, 
20s. 5,500 i, 
25s. 7,000 _,, 
30s. 8,500 __,, 
35s. 10,000 


” 


All the above is carriage free. 

Literature supplies are to be in 
the hands of Parties during the pre- 
sent month, and we gather that dur- 
ing the first part of the campaign 
the leaflets will be the same for the 
whole country, the idea being to 
concentrate on the central idea of 
carrying the message of Socialism in 
simple terms into every home. 

Later in the campaign the range of 
leaflets is to widen. Parties partici- 
pating in the scheme will, of course, 
not overlook that the leaflets ought to 
be complementary to platform activi- 
ties, both indoor and outdoor. 


BOURNEMOUTH. 
FOOD REFORM GUEST HOUSE. 


Loughtonhurst, West Cliff Gardens. 
Get right away from the Movement 
and have a holiday or rest with us. 
Terms from 49/- per week. Write 
Manager. 


NEW LABOUR- PARTY 
PUBLICATIONS. 


“Austrian Democracy Under Fire.” 
By Otto Bauer. Price sixpence. The 
Labour Party. 

Here the story of the rape of 
Vienna is to‘d in full and with pic- 
tures to illustrate and emphasise 
the tragedy and crime of it all. The 
average reader has gathered his 
news scrappily from the news- 
papers with half the story (told, 
and with many suppressions and 
distortions in the interests of 
capitalism and the British bond 
holders; and the whitewashing 
began some time ago. A  pamph- 
let of this sort should be brought 
to the notice of thinking people, 
and of course it should be read by 
every Socialist. 


“How Labour Will Save Agricul- 
ture.’’ Price 2d. The Labour Party. 
Here is a well-got-up and _ illus- 
trated pamphlet which is a welcome 
addition to the somewhat limited 
amount of literature expressly 
suitable for sale in agricultural 
districts. For the farm labourer 
we have, of course, the pamphlet, 
“A New Deal for the Farm 
Worker,”’ priced at one penny. For 
the student and active Party mem- 
ber we have ‘‘The Land and 
National Planning of Agriculture,” 
but the pamphlet under notice is 
just one for bringing to the atten- 
tion of the ordinary person inter- 
ested in the well being and develop- 
ment of agriculture and such per- 
sons are by no means confined to 
agricultural districts or even agri- 
cultural interests. The pamphlet is 
informative, well printed, _ illus- 
trated and convincing. And now 
is the time when Labour should be 
busy in drawing the distinctions be- 
tween Socialist policy and the nos- 
trums of Mr. Elliott. 


“The Britain I Want to See.’’ By 
Ernest Bevin. Price one penny. The 
Labour Party. 

A penny pamphlet by Ernest 
Bevin, a Trades Union leader, who 
certainly has a vision, puts into the - 
hands of Labour literature sellers 
an effective means of getting in 
touch and selling amongst Trades 
Union Branches and Trades Union- 
ists generally. Here is a pamphlet 
that the wise secretary will offer to 
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Reinforcements now appearing 


Victory is nigh ! 
FILM INDUSTRIES LTD. 


Experts in 


PUBLIC ADDRESS 
APPARATUS 


now booking orders for 


The F.I. “BABY” COMPLETE LOUD- 
SPEAKER EQUIPMENT with F.l. M.2 
MOVING COIL MICROPHONE 


and 


INVALUABLE (FOR PORTABLE 


MEETINGS, SOCIALS, : 
DANCES, PUBLICITY, GRAMOPHONE 


self-contained, needs no external 

power-supply, will operate outdoors 

or indoors, can be used from acar or 

van, either stationary or moving. 
Range 600 yards. 


Agent at Clay Cross 
by-election wrote ; 
“a tremendous asset.”’ 


Secretary, Hanley 
Labour Party :‘‘Weare 
more than pleased.’’ 


Hire Putchase 
Terms arranged. 


Write for full partic- 
ulars mentioning the 
“Labour Organiser’’ 


to 
FILM 
INDUSTRIES 
LIMITED, 
60 Paddington St., 
London, W,1. 


4715 
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supply to the local Trades Union 

Branches, and which will also sell 

well at all meetings. 

“Are We Heading for War?’ By 
Bernard Shaw. Price twopence. The 
Labour Party. 

A Labour Party pamphlet by 
Bernard Shaw iis an “event.” 
Everybody reads Shaw, and we, of 
course, just on sight of the pamph- 
let, put the rest of our letters down 
and enjoyed the treat. Bernard 
Shaw’s subject is a grave one, and 
his message is terrible and provok 
ing. This pamphlet will sell on 
sight with all sorts of people. The 
literature seller who cannot sell 
this pamphlet to friends and foe 
alike has missed his vocation. The 
pamphlet bears Shaw’s photo and 
we do hope literature sellers will 
get good supplies: they will sell 
out. 


THREE NEW LEAFLETS. 


The Labour Party has just pub- 
lished three useful leaflets for use in 
agricultural districts. 

Leaflet No. 25 is entitled “‘Every 
Agricultural Worker should be a 
Trades Unionist.’’ Its} message is 
brief but pointed, and can be summed 
up in the world-famous phrase: ‘‘The 
worker has nothing to lose but his 
chains; he has a world to gain.’’ 

Leaflet No. 26 scores a point on 
the water famine, and is timely and 
topical. 

Leaflet No. 27 entitled ‘“‘The Land 
Workers’ Home,” is a good general 
leaflet and an effective one for dis- 
tribution in rural areas. 

All three leaflets are illustrated 


ALSO RECEIVED. 


“Socialism’s New Start’’—a secret 
German manifesto. Price two shillings. 
N.C.L.C. Publishing Society Ltd. 

Here is a book from the abyss. 
The writers are those who are work- 
ing underground in Germany, and 
the book is their interpretation of 
the present phase in political and 
economic history—the phase which 
overshadows so much of Europe. 
One cannot expect that these men 
have yet got the right perspective, 
but ‘“‘Socialism’s New Start” 1s, at 
any rate, the first important con- 
tribution from the Continent in an 
attempt to understand and explain 
where evolution has got to, and 


what comes next — particularly as 
regards Socialist action and lLe- 
liefs. All Socialists who think 
deeply should read this book. but 
they won’t agree with everything 
the writers say; that cannot be 
expected. 


‘Democracy at the Cross Road.” 
By Harold J. Laski.. Price twopence. 
N.C.L.C. Publishing Society Ltd. 


Here is a contribution by one of 
Labour’s ablest minds on the same 
problem, but from a British Social- 
ist’s standpoint. 


What’s 


e 
a Family? 

An enquirer raises the above ques- 
tion in relation to disqualifications 
for election to local authorities caused 
by the receipt of Poor Law Relief. 
We gather that in the case of a pro- 
posed candidate the father is in re- 
ceipt of Poor Law Relief. He is not 
resident with the proposed candidate, 
and we are asked whether or no Poor 
Relief to the father will disqualify 
the son. 

Our readers will remember that the 
disqualifications arising from the re- 
ceipt of Poor Law Relief were 
amended by the Local Government 
Act, 1929, and the question is now 
governed by Section 10 of that Act. 

Under this Act a person was dis- 
qualified who had received Poor Law 
Relief within 12 months prior to 
election. He was not to be disquali- 
fied by reason only that he or a mem- 
ber of his family had received medi- 
cal or surgical treatment. Incident- 
ally, we should mention that these 
disqualifications did not attach to 
membership of non-County Municipal 
Boroughs, but by the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1933, disqualification has 
been extended to these bodies. 


Our readers should note that the 
reference to family only occurs in 
the sentence which grants relief from 
disqualification, and that disqualifica- 
tion is particular to “‘a person” re- 
ceiving Poor Law Relief. It has, 
however, been held that relief to a 
man’s wife or children is relief to 
himself, and it has also been held 
that relief to a man’s father is not 
relief to the man himself. 
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW? 


Il. How much may a Parlia- 
mentary candidate. spend 
2 in personal expenses? 
What is the legal difference 
@ between a lodger and a 
tenant? 


N 


Has the mover of a resolu- 
tion ‘‘a right of reply’’? 


ee 


What is ‘“‘legal incapacity’’? 


= 


sf 


What are the powers and 
duties of a sub-agent? 


r 


What is a ‘‘swallow’’ voter? 


2 


CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS? 


STUDY YOUR ANSWERS 
then turn to page 72. 
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A Mixed 
Grill 


The Bolton Labour Party have 
secured a very fine shield made of 
copper and embossed in pewter, bear- 
ing the words, ‘Bolton for Labour.” 
The shield is to be presented as a 
trophy to the ward securing the high- 
est number of individual members 
this year. The shield is the work of 
a real artist-craftsman. 


The Coventry Labour Party recently 
made a profit of £227 7s. 10d. 
from a bazaar. By the way, this 
Party has now moved into larger and 
more convenient premises in Barbi- 
can Chambers, Earl Street, Coventry. 


The business conference of Women’s 
Sections held in association with the 
National Conference of Labour 
Women will be held on Tuesday, 
June 10th, at Cheltenham. This year 
there are two sessions. The Confer- 
ence is confined to delegates from 
Women’s Sections or Constituency 
Parties (where there are no Women 
Sections). 


The third annual Tennis Champion- 
ships of the National Workers’ Sports 
Association will be played at Whit- 
suntide this year, at Reading. Com- 
petitions are open to all members of 
Labour Parties, Trades Unions and 
component or affiliated organisations, 
but competitors must be individual 
members or belong to a body affili- 
ated to the N.W.S.A. Social gather- 
ings have been arranged for this 
week-end. 


A reader draws our attention to the 
judgments given in two or three 
recent libel cases and says that on 
re-reading our articles on the ‘‘Law 
of Libel and Slander,’ which appeared 
in some of our issues for 1932, he 
was struck by the faithful and accur- 
ate summary of the law which 
appeared in the ‘“‘Labour Organiser.’’ 
Readers desiring back copies may 
‘obtain same. 


The N.C.L.C. have inaugurated a 
postal course on Chairmanship. it 
seems to us that both Labour Chair- 
men and Secretaries would profit 


from this course, which is free to 
members of Unions and other organ- 
isations with N.C.L.C. educational 
schemes. A modest fee is payable by 
others. The N.C.L.C. also have a 
postal course on Public Speaking, 
and on English Grammar and Article 
Writing, ail of which are of special 
interest to our readers. 


The Southampton Labour Party, 
Secretary and Agent, Mr. A. Rose, 
have adopted a novel way of adver- 
tising and making known the particu- 
lars of their forthcoming May-Day 
Razaar. An effective duplicated fools- 
cap handbook has been got up which, 
while giving a lot of useful particu- 
lars of the Bazaar, also provides the 
sort of lively reading on a modest 
scale which one has become accus- 
tomed to in connection with Uni- 
versity Students’ efforts. An amusing 
artist has been at work, and also a 
diverting writer. Making money is 
the object of a bazaar, and in this 
little effort Southampton has gone 
one better; by charging one penny 
they actually make money out of 
advertising the Bazaar. 


The coming Pageant of Labour 
which is to be held in the Crystal 
Palace in October bids fair to eclipse 
anything hitherto attempted in this 
way. The Pageant will show the 
story of the rise of our Movement, 
and it is being taken up with enthusi- 
asm by all sections of it in London 
and its environs. The London Labour 
Party Choir will also be to the fore. 


We recently had the pleasure of 
observing a first-rate conjuring per- 
formance given at a Local Party’s 
Re-Union. The entertainment, which 
was of an order quite on a par with 
anything we have ever seen on the 
stage, was given by a professional 
conjurer, who is the Secretary of a 
Local Labour Party. It occurs to us 
that some Parties would like to use 
the services of our friend, whether 
as an item on a programme, or for a 
whole evening’s entertainment, and 
we can guarantee both the mystery 
and high calibre of the performance, 
The fee is very moderate to Local 
Parties, and anyone interested who 
desires to add an additional item to 
a programme or to make money by 
an entertainment should communi- 
cate with the Editor. 
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Truth 
at Elections 


Apropos of the London County 
Council Elections the ‘Local Govern- 
ment Chronicle’ raises a point which 
is of profound concern to our readers, 
and it ventures a suggestion to which 
we take strong exception. 

The suggestion which is put for- 
ward is that the issue of leaflets 
within twenty-four hours of a_ poll 
should be prohibited generally, and 
coming from such a source our 
readers should not dismiss the matter 
too lightly. Labour men and women 
should be on their guard lest some 
such proviso finds its way, quite inno- 
cently of course, into some Act of 
Parliament. 

We quote below the comments of 
the journal named, and it seems 
strange to us that the writer, while 
admitting that there was hardly a 
London newspaper which did not set 
itself out to deceive in the recent 
L.C.C. Elections, should not perceive 
that to allow newspapers to continue 
comment right up to the day of elec- 
tion and to deny to candidates the 
right of reply by leaflets is to im- 
measurably strengthen the power of 
newspapers who admittedly are 
flagrant offenders against the truth. 

While it may be perfectly true that 
last-minute leaflets may sometimes 
contain untrue or defamatory matter, 
the law provides a remedy for the 
latter offence, but to remedy the first 
one in the manner created would be 
to set up a greater evil than that 
which it is sought to correct. What 
a magnificent thing it would be for 
our Tory opponents if they could rage 
and lie up to the last minute while 
Labour candidates were denied the 
privilege of issuing any printed reply. 


“The Municipal Elections (Corrupt 
and Illegal Practices) Act, 1911, 
applies only to ‘“‘false statements of 
fact in relation to the personal 
character of candidates.’’ False state- 
ments which are not statements about 
personal character are not within the 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices) Acts. Nor are state- 
ments which are true in themselves, 
but which produce a misleading im- 
pression in the minds of those who 
read them. Suppressio veri js, of 
course, known to the law in other 


matters, and the Courts find no diffi- 
culty in determining whether such 
statements are made knowingly with 
the intention to mislead. But even if 
they were brought within the Acts 
the problem would not be solved. 
Election petitions are expensive and, 
as The Times said last week, the 
party which brings them reaps un- 
popularity. Still it does appear that 
statements about a candidate which 
are made with the intention of deceiv- 
ing ought to be a cause for avoiding 
an election. The injunction is a 
more effective remedy. But such 
statements are usually made at the 
last moment so that no effective steps 
can be taken to counteract them. It 
is worthy of consideration whether 
the issue of leaflets within twenty- 
four hours of a poll should not be 
prohibited generally. If in addition 
a candidate were allowed to apply to 
any High Court or county court judge 
for an injunction (to be issued ex 
parte and not necessarily in open 
court) the issue of objectionable leaf- 
lets or posters could be prevented. 
As soon as the candidate received the 
necessary information he could speed 
to the house of the nearest judge 
and, having made a prima facie case, 
take steps to stop further issue at 
once. 

“It is, of course, doubtful how far 
personal attacks do determine elec- 
tions. Apart from many local elec- 
tions where party issues do not enter 
into a contest, it is the general politi- 
cal propaganda that matters. It is 
impossible to suggest means by which 
all such propaganda can be made true 
or even honest. In the L.C.C. elec- 
tion, for instance, there was hardly 
a London newspaper which did not 
set out to mislead. Even so, candi- 
dates have won elections when all the 
press has been against them, and 
when they have had no money for 
providing printed propaganda. Still, 
that is no reason for not making the 
law as just as it can be made.” 


RECEIVED. 

“South Wales’’—A sfudy of coal, 
steel and railway industries in hri- 
tain’s running sore. Price twopence. 
The Labour Research Department, 
60, Doughty Street, London, W.C.1. 

“Who Attacks the Co-op?’ By W. 
Fox. Price one penny. Labour Re- 
search Department, 60, Doughty 
Street, London, W.C.1. 
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Notes from an Agent’s Desk 


¥ACK CUTTER says:— 


We Need New Socialist Songs 


The May Day of William Morris’s 
centenary year draws near and it is 
natural that we should think about 
the songs of joyful May-time revelry 
and those hymns of stirring revolt 
written by Morris and his contempor- 
aries which used to be sung at most 
Labour meetings, but which now, 
alas, are heard only in a few Socialist 
Sunday Schools. 


“Come Hither, Lads, and Harken,”’ 
“Saith Man to Man” and ‘What is 
this, the Sound and Rumour,” to 
name but three old favourites, were 
frequent preludes to the chairman’s 
remarks at many a meeting, but in 
these times the custom of singing at 
meetings has either decayed alto- 
gether, which is a great pity, or the 
audience’s repertoire is confined to 
“England, Arise!’’ “Lift up the 
People’s Banner’ or that under- 
taker’s anthem which we have grafted 
on to the words of “‘The Red Flag.’’ 


The sad fact is that the old songs 
of rebellion are out of date and no 
one has written new ones in keeping 
with the spirit of the times. We feel 
that it is rather ridiculous to sing: 
“Seamstress of the Hovel, Woman of 
the Mill,”” when the seamstress of 
1934 minds a machine in a modern 
factory on the Bedaux System and 
the mill worker’s traditional clogs 
have given place to silk stockings 
and natty shoes, while, as for the 
shawl . . . she would be horrified at 
the idea. It would ruin the set of 
those trim) curls for which she is 
paying 9d. a week in the perm. club. 


But the slavery is still there — the 
soulless slavery of Bedaux, the 
speed-up man and the moving belt. 
And men and women of independent 
mind still resent that slavery with a 
fierce and bitter resentment. So the 
need for new songs of rebellion 
offers a chance to the Socialist poets 
of to-day. In the artistic field the 
mantle of Walter Crane is worthily 
worn by Horrabin and Dyson. Who 
will write us the new songs of Social- 
ist achievement? 


Even the ‘‘Internationale’’ needs a 
re-write man. It starts off so splen- 
didly with two really great lines: 
“Arise, ye starvelings, from your 
slumbers; Arise, ye criminals of 
want!’’ Then it descends into sheer 
doggerel almost devoid of ‘the lilt 
and rhythm so essential in a march- 
ing song. Its iune, however, is 
grand and inspiring, well worthy of 
the imperishable ideal of universal 
brotherhood under international 
Socialism. Don’t let the Communists 
pinch it from the Latour Movement, 
my brothers. Insist that your Labour 
choirs make it their signature piece. 
Leagues of Youth, make it your 
marching song; meeting organisers, 
duplicate its words on the back of 
your meeting programmes and perse- 
vere with it until your audiences have 
mastered it. Difficult as it is to sing 
it is the best song we have and be- 
fore long, perhaps, someone will 
write a new English version which, 
while retaining all the fire and spirit 
of the original, will be just a little 
easier on our epiglotti. 


And what has happened to all 
those “‘Wobbly’ songs we used to 
bellow with such delight? Songs for 
the Socialist camp ‘fire, they were— 
or for the long cycle ride homewards 
after a propaganda meeting in a dis- 
tant village. Jocular, ribald, some 
of them honestly and refreshingly 
vulgar, some laughing at the ridicu- 
lousness of capitalism, some at the 
weakness of ourselves; but all with 
a chuckle in every other line. 


A prime favourite was the one be- 
ginning: “I do love my boss: He’s a 
lousy old swine,’’ and continuing at 
length to demonstrate the deep 
affection of the singers for their em- 
ployer. They had their place, these 
wobbly songs. I suggest we could 
do with some new ones to-day. A 
few catchy jingles ridiculing the 
Blackshirts would be ten times more 
effective than all the solmen_ anti: 
Fascist resolutions so sternly passed 
by “Solidarity Committees,” as some 


humorist has renamed the “United 
Grunt.”’ 
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This Month’s Tip 


q This month’s best tip comes from Nottingham. 
Everybody knows that during an election all sorts 
of people report to help — non-members, back- 
woodsmen, the candidate’s personal friends and 
others, besides the familiar faces who work all 
the year round. 


*b 

t 

t 

t 

i Q The Nottingham Borough Labour Party arrange 

j that the name of every person who enters a Com- 
mittee Room to help is recorded. The names are 

! sent on to the centre and here they are promptly 

j typed on to labels. 

j q@ As readers will know, gummed labels may be 
bought in perforated sheets, quarto or foolscap 

size, the sheets bearing from a dozen to three 

dozen names according to the size of label. 

|! 

: 


copies made at the same time. With labels so 
prepared it is possible immediately after an elec- 
tion to send round letters of thanks, and at any 
time to issue a whip up or special invitation to 
all election workers. The compilation of such list 
also is of value as a basis for special canvassing 
for members. 


@ The Nottingham Borough Labour Party also 
keep on hand lists of Secretaries and other per- 
sons typed in the same way on gummed sheets 
of labels. 


Q In this way at a few minutes’ notice circulars 
may be sent out to all kinds and classes of persons 
whose names are so recorded; the only work 
involved is that of sticking the addressed labels 
on to the envelopes. 

QG We are indebted for this hint to Mr. T. Roper, 


Secretary, Nottingham Borough Labour Party, 
138 Mansfield Road, Nottingham. 
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q The sheets of labels are carboned and several 
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CO-OPERATIVE PARTY NOTES 


The Annual Conference of the Co- 
operative Party held at Glasgow dur- 
ing Easter was one of the most suc- 
cessful held since the inception of the 
Party. The number of delegates con- 
stituted a record, and the Annual 
Report indicated the remarkable 
growth of the Party. 


On the 31st December, 1933, there 
were affiliated to the Co-operative 
Party 462 Societies with a member- 
ship of 4,083,531. The steady 
growth of the Party is shown by the 
following figures— 


Year. Societies. _ Membership. 
1924 - avis! 1,835,671 
1925 447 2,000,644 
1926 435 2,009,240 
1927 444 2,376,654 
1928 421 2,464,891 
1929 427 2,795,490 
1930 423 3,281,971 
1931 434 3,522,566 
1932 424 3,670,650 
1933 462 4,083,531 


Evidence of the feeling aroused 
throughout the Co-operative Move- 
ment in opposition to the National 
Government is shown by the fact that 
during 1933, 38 Societies with a 
membership exceeding 400.000 hke- 
came affiliated to the Co-operative 
Party for the first time, or renewed 
their lapsed affiliations. 


There is no doubt that the attack 
upon the Co-operative Movement by 
the vested interests so strongly repre- 
sented in the present Government has 
proved as great a stimulus to Co- 
operative politics as the famous Taff 
Vale decision a few years ago was to 
the Labour Movement. 


Another development is that of the 
establishment of individual member- 
ship sections of local Co-operative 
Parties. Many local Parties have 
made great progress in this direc- 
tion. 


The Report of the Party refers to 
the work of the National Joint Com- 
mittee, composed of representatives 
of the National Executives of the 


By S. F. PERRY, J.P. 


(Secretary to The Co-operative Party) 


Labour and the Co-operative Parties. 
The work of this Joint Committee 
has proved exceptionally helpful in 
promoting co-ordination and under- 


standing between the two Move- 
ments. 
Twenty Parliamentary candidates 


promoted by the Co-operative Party 
have been adopted for constituencies. 
In all these cases agreements have 
been reached with the local Labour 
Parties, and the candidates also 
approved by the National Executive 
of the Labour Party. 


An interesting feature of the Re- 
port is the reference to the publica- 
tion of the series of ‘“‘Citizen’’ local 
newspapers. Over 600,000 copies 
per month are now circulated in the 
various constituencies, which provide 
not only a valuable medium of pro- 
paganda but also a good _ trading 
advertising agency. A special edition 
of the ‘“‘Citizen’’ dealing with the 
destruction of the principle of mutu- 
ality, on which the Co-operative 
Movement is founded, by the National 
Government, and the imposition of 
the Penal Tax on the Co-operative 
Movement, was issued, and nearly 
800,000 copies of this special edi- 


tion were circulated throughout the — 


Movement. 


The 
Annual 
Conference 


The proceedings of the Annual 
Conference and _ the _ resolutions 
adopted may be of interest to many 
of our Labour friends. The decisions 
of the Party Conference, so far as 
they affect the political policy of the 
Co-operative Movement are referred 
to the Annual Congress of the Co- 


operative Movement for ratification, — 


and, if adopted, are included in the 


policy of the Co-operative Party. Some — 


of the most 
may be briefly referred to. 


important resolutions © 
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International Affairs. 


The Conference unanimously re- 
affirmed its belief in the principles of 
Democratic Government, and _ the 
non-profit making economic system of 
the World Co-operative Movement 
as the only lasting remedy for the 
existing world chaos. It also urged 
the restoration to liberty of all 
workers now imprisoned in Austria, 
following the attacks upon _ the 
Democratic Movement in that coun- 
try. 

An interesting debate conducted on 
a very high level took place on a 
resolution submitted by the Warring- 
ton Co-operative Party in the terms: 

“That the National Co-operative 

Party pledges itself to oppose war 

in any circumstances, and for any 

purpose irrespective of the action 
of any other political party.”’ 

The direct Pacifist view was 
strongly expressed, and on a card 
vote, the resolution was defeated by 
1,338 against 1,747, a majority of 
309. The debate on this question 
was one of the outstanding features 
of the Conference. 

Disappointment was expressed at 
the absence of any effective conclu- 
sions by the World Disarmament Con- 
ference! Belief was expressed that 
the private manufacture of arms 
should be abolished, international 
trade in armaments prohibited, and 
that progressive disarmament should 
be actively pursued. The Conference 
declared that this country should give 
a lead in the establishment of peace- 
ful means for the settlement of inter- 
national disputes by reference to the 
International Court of Justice 


Unemployment, 

‘ The Conference unanimously 
adopted a resolution demanding that 
the restoration of the cuts in the 
rate of Unemployment Insurance 
Benefit, imposed as a _ temporary 
measure in 1931, should have the 
first claim in the forthcoming Budget 
of 1934. 

It also condemned the National 
Government’s Unemployment Bill, 
and called upon Co-operators to use 
every legitimate means to secure its 
defeat. 

Another resolution protested against 
the action of the British Government’s 
representatives at the International 
Labour Conference on the question of 
a forty-hour working week. 


Education. 

The delegates condemned the ruth- 
less attacks on education, made by 
the National Government in the 
name of ‘‘economy.’’ It demanded 
smaller classes, with a maximum of 
30 scholars, the raising of the school- 
leaving age, accompanied with main- 
tenance, the abolition of fees for 
secondary education, free meals for 
all necessitous children, provision 
where necessary of ‘boots and shoes 
and a daily ration of milk for element- 
ary school children, and also the 
development of dental and medical 
services 


Wheat Quotas. 

The Government’s Wheat Quotas 
scheme was condemned on_ the 
grounds of inflicting hardship on the 
poorer members of the community. 


Housing. 

The housing policy of the present 
Government was strongly denounced. 
The action of the Government in hav- 
ing destroyed the Wheatley Act and 
the Five Years Housing Programme 
inaugurated by the Labour Govern- 
ment came in for much criticism. The 
Government’s policy was to discour- 
age a real attack upon the housing 
shortage and slum problems 


Fascism. 

The Confererce places on record 
its conviction that all dictatorships 
are a permanent source of danger to 
freedom and peace, and urged the 
National Executive Committee to pre- 
pare in conjunction with the Labour 
Party and the Trades Union Congress, 
plans for combatting any attempt to 
introduce a Fascist or other reaction- 
ary dictatorships in this country. 


House of Lords. 

The National Committee of the 
Party were instructed to place in the 
forefront of the Party programme 
the reform of the British Constitution 
and the abolition of the House of 
Lords. Also to provide a scheme 
which will enable Parliament to take 
an effective part in the initiation of 
control of legislation. 


Constitution. 

On a card vote a special commit- 
tee was elected to consider the Con- 
stitution of the Party, with a view to 
providing representation for local 
Co-operative Parties on the Nat. E.C. 
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Municipal Income Tax. 

An interesting resolution was the 
request to the National Committee to 
set up an enquiry into a scheme of a 
Municipal Income Tax. 


Protection. 

The Conference deplored the econo- 
mic policy pursued by the Govern- 
ment, which is designed to raise 
prices by means of tariffs, quotas, 
marketing schemes, and trade restric- 
tions while failing to protect wage 
and salary levels, or the consumer 
against profiteering. 

A strong demand was expressed for 
the extension of the policy of Co- 
operative Societies tendering for the 
supply of food, furniture, coal, milk 
and boots, etc., to public authorities. 

The spirited proceedings of the 
Annual Conference, and the remark- 
able growth of the Co-operative Party 
enables us to look forward to the 
future with full confidence. 


How many 
L.G. Votes 


can I exercise? 


A correspondent who is in the posi- 
tion of having a residence and an 
office in different Local Government 
areas writes asking whether it is 
proper to exercise both Local Govern- 
ment votes seeing that only one Par- 
liamentary vote may be _ exercised. 
Our correspondent asks if it is a fact 
that there is no limit on the number 
of Local Government votes a person 
can exercise provided he is duly 
qualified and on the register? 


Answering first the question regard- 
ing the personal position of our cor- 
respondent, as the Local Government 
votes are in different Local Govern- 
ment areas, both votes may be exer- 
cised. 

Our readers, however, must not 
jump to conclusions in this matter. 
There are certain limitations on the 
exercise of Local Government votes. 
The whole matter is governed by the 
Representations of the People (Equal 
Franchise) Act, 1928, which amended 
the R.P. Act, 1918. 


There is an important distinction in 
this matten between Boroughs and 


other Urban or Rural Areas. Not- 
witstanding that a person may be 
qualified such person may not be re- 
gistered in a borough more _ than 
once, If a person possesses different 
qualifications a choice of registration 
is permitted, but not even in separ- 
ate wards may a person be registered 
more than once. It will thus be seen 
that if the registration officer does 
his work properly an opportunity to 
vote more than once in a Borough 
Election does not occur. 


In other Local Government areas a 


person may be registered for as many , 


qualifications as he or she posseses, 
provided that the person is registered 
in such a way as to prevent him 
voting more than once in the same 
parish or ward of a parish for Rural 
District or Parish Council Elections, 
or more than once in the same County 
Council or Urban District Council 
Elections. 


In other words a person may be © 


registered for as many qualifications 
as he or she possesses in any part of 
the country provided that not more 


than one vote is exercised in respect — 
of the elections relating to any parti- — 


cular Local Government authority. 
Thus, a person having several votes 
in a County Council electoral area 
may only exercise one vote in that 
area, or indeed only one vote in the 
whole County. For the District 
Council elections a person may exer- 
cise one vote only in the area of the 
District Council, but he may vote at 
several District Council Elections if 
registered. 


The above applies to ‘‘general’’ 
local government elections. A_per- 
son, if registered, may vote once in 
a casual election, notwithstanding 
that ordinarily he or she votes else- 
where in the area of the same council. 


Our friend should note that the 
registers as at present compiled pro- 
vide for certain markings being made 
against the names of electors who 
may be registered more than once, 
in order to show that these electors 
may only vote in respect of the quali- 
fication for which they are registered 
at certain specified elections. 


This | 


is the explanation of the asterisk, — 


star, 
names of electors, and an_ explan- 
ation of such markings is always to 
be found on the front page of each 
register. 


etc., to be found against the © 
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How MUCH Do You Know? 


SEE PAGE 63. 


Answer to Question 1. 


Contrary to the view sometimes ex- 
pressed, the candidate’s personal ex- 
penses are not included in the maxi- 
mums laid down by the Representa- 
tion of the People Act, 1918 (as 
amended by the R.P. (Equal Fran- 
chise) Act, 1928. It follows, there- 
fore, that there is no limit as to the 
total except the limits as to the direc- 
tion in which money may be spent. 


In practice, of course, these limita- - 


tions very much circumscribe a can- 
didate’s personal expenses. 

It is, however, provided that any 
personal expenses exceeding £100 
must be paid by the election agent. 
This involves a particularisation of 
such items. No particularisation of 
the items is required from the candi- 
date in the return of election ex- 
penses if the sum does not exceed 
£100. 


Answer to Question 2. 


The late Sir Hugh Fraser gave a 
very concise summing up of the 
essential differences between a 
lodger and a tenant, and the passages 
here quoted serve admirably as a 
guide wherever this question arises 
in the course of the registration of 
voters. 

“The chief difference between a 
tenant and a lodger is that the latter 
is entitled to live in his lodging by 
reason of a purely personal contract 
between himself and his landlord, 
and has no estate, legal or equitable, 
in the premises in which he lodges. 
If the landlord retains a _ general 
control and dominion over the pre- 
mises, including the part inhabited 
by the person in question, that per- 
son is a lodger. 

“On the other hand, a tenant has 
some estate or interest carved out of 
the estate or interest of his landlord. 
He has exclusive possession (in the 
legal sense) of the premises, and, if 
wrongfully dispossessed, can recover 
possession by law, whereas lif the 
personal contract between a lodger 
and his landlord is broken, and the 
lodger turned out, his only remedy 
is in damages. 


“The occupier does not necessarily 
cease to be a tenant merely because 
the landlord resides on the premises 
and retains control of the passages 
and staircases and other parts used 
in common.”’’ 


Answer to Question 3. 


The best answer to this question 
is to quote Walter Citrine who says: 
“There is a good deal of misappre- 
hension on the so-called ‘right of 
reply.’ It is merely a_ privilege, 
which is customarily allowed to the 
mover of an Original Motion, who 
is thus given the opportunity of re- 
plying to the discussion on the pro- 
position he has put forward. 


“It is within the discretion of the 
Chairman to withhold the privilege of 
reply if he considers it expedient to 
do so, unless the Standing Orders 
provide that the mover of an Original 
Motion shall be entitled to reply. In 
this latter case this definitely estab- 
lishes his right. This privilege can- 
not be allowed to the mover of an 
amendment, or the previous question, 
or the adjournment of the debate, or 
any formal motion, under any cir: 
cumstances. 


“When an amendment is moved, 
the correct time to reply is at the 
end of the discussion on the first 
amendment. We have heard it con- 
tended in opposition to this view, that 
by doing so no further discussion can _ 
be allowed or further amendments 
moved, because of the fact that as_ 
soon as the reply has been made the 
debate is closed. Those who say this 
are overlooking the fact that the reply 
closes the discussion on the amend- 
ment only, and even when the voting 
has been taken, it is still in order 
for other amendments to be moved 
to the surviving proposition. It _ 
should always be remembered that if_ 
the mover of the Original Motion does — 
not seize this opportunity to reply, — 
and the amendment is carried, he 
loses the opportunity altogether, be- 
cause, if the amendment is carried, 
his motion ceases to exist.’’ 
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In addition to the above matter it 
is interesting to note that among the 
suggested standing orders given by 
the author, the following appears :— 

“The mover of the Original Motion 
shall, if no amendment be moved, 
have the right to reply at the close 
of the debate upon such motion. 
When an amendment is moved he 
shall be entitled to speak thereon in 
accordance with Standing Orders, and 
at the close of the debate upon such 
amendment, shall reply to the dis- 
cussion, but shall introduce no new 
matter. The question shall then be 
put to the vote immediately, and 
under no circumstances shall any 
further discussion be allowed once the 
question has been put from the Chair. 
The mover of an amendment shall 
not be entitled to reply.’ 


Answer to Question 4. 


Legal incapacity may have relation 
either to acting as an elected person 
or to registration as a voter. 

Certain incapacities to acting as an 
elected person are governed by dis- 
qualification expressly stated in 
various Acts of Parliament relating 
to particular bodies. But there are 
other general incapacities colloquially 
spoken of as legal incapacities, which 
apply for instance to infants, aliens, 
lunatics, etc., who may not be 
elected. 


The term “legal incapacity’”’ is also 
used in the Representation of the 
People Acts, and a person to be 
registered ‘‘must not be subject to 
any legal incapacity.’’ As it is also 
laid down that a person must be of 
full age the term is here used 
in a narrower sense than above. 


Legal incapacity has been defined 

as some quality inherent in a person, 
or for the time being irremovable in 
such person which ‘either by com- 
mon law or by statute deprives him 
of the status of an elector. Included 
in this category are aliens and per- 
sons affected under the Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Act, and punished 
_by being rendered incapable of being 
_ registered. 
There is also such a thing as legal 
incapacity to vote. An infant is pro- 
hibited from voting, and so are cer- 
tain persons punished as above not- 
withstanding that in either of these 
cases the person has been registered 
and is on the list of electors. 


Answer to Question 5. 


Sub-agents rank among the persons 
who may be employed for payment by 
an election agent in a County Divi- 
sion during a Parliamentary election. 
The other persons who may be em- 
ployed for payment are clerks, 
messengers and _ polling agenis. 
Counting agents may also’ be 
appointed. Yet, although the duties 
of the two latter categories of per- 
sons are laid down by Act of Parlia- 
ment, and the duties of the first two 
categories are commonly understood, 
the law nowhere defines the duties of 
a sub-agent. 


An obligation is imposed upon a 
sub-agent to have a place or office 
which is to be notified to the return- 
ing officer, and a sub-agent’s author- 
ity is limited to the polling district 
or districts to which he is appointed; 
and anything done by the sub-agent 
is deemed to have been done by the 
election agent. Beyond this the law 
does not state what the sub-agent is 
to do, and his authority, unless defin- 
itely limited in his appointment by 
the election agent, is a general one 
giving him virtually the same powers 
for his polling districts as the election 
agent himself possesses. The law im- 
poses on the election agent responsi- 
bility for the sub-agent, but provides 
no disciplinary process except that of 
revocation of the appointment, and it 
gives no exoneration to the agent 
where the sub-agent acts wrongfully. 
Further, although the election agent 
has certain dates to observe in the 
making of election returns, the law 
omits to impose any obligation on the 
sub-agent to enable the election 
agent to comply with these require- 
ments. .The appointment of a sub- 
agent is in fact a very risky one as 
the matter now stands. 


Answer to Question 6. 


The term “swallow voters’ is one 
of purely academic interest nowadays. 
The term arose out of the enterprise 
of political agents in days gone by 
who moved voters out of one area 
into another for the purpose of pro- 
curing qualification in view of a com- 
ing election. The practice has cer- 
tainly not been indulged in to any 
extent in our time. In view, however, 
of the fact that a person needed only 
to be in residence on the last day of 
the qualifying period in order to be 
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registered, and to prevent persons 
abusing the rights of successive 
qualification by migrating temporarily 
into constituencies where an election 
was imminent, the R.P. Act, 1918 
(amended by the R.P. (Equal Fran- 
chise) Act, 1928) laid down that a 
person entering a constituency with- 
in 30 days of the last day of qualifi- 
cation must remain therein for a 
period of thirty days altogether in 
order to get the vote. 


Presiding 
Officer 


Votes in Error 


A correspondent writes: At our 
Rural District Council Elections there 
were five candidates for four seats, 
three being Labour and two Independ- 
ent. When the votes were counted 
the result was that Labour was first 
and second, and tied for third place, 
an Independent candidate securing 
628 votes, the same as our man. The 
returning officer, who was not a local 
government elector, gave his casting 
vote in favour of the retiring Inde- 
pendent member. This being contrary 
to the Act governing Rural District 
Council elections I should be glad to 
know what procedure must be under- 
taken to declare this invalid. Any 
other information which may be of 
assistance will be welcome. 


Our correspondent is quite correct 
in stating that the returning officer 
had no right to give a casting vote. 
The election rules governing Rural 
District Council Elections provide 
that the returning officer may, if a 
Local Government elector of the 
parish, give an additional vote in 
writing, but not otherwise, in the 
case of an equality of voting. Where 
the R.O. is not a Local Government 
elector, or he is unwilling to vote, 
he is to determine by lot which of 
the candidates shall be elected. 

It is quite clear that the returning 
officer acted illegally, and the elec- 
tion may be upset by petition. This, 
however, is an expensive process and 
requires legal advice. Our friends 
will probably not care to go to the 
expense involved. 


Fortunately, however, there is an- 
other and somewhat little known 
course open. The Local Govern- 
ment (Elections) Act, 1896, is still 
in force, although it is repealed as 
from ist June next. The Act, 
though a temporary one, has been 
continued in force year by year by 
the Expiring Laws Continuance Acts. 

This Act provides that “‘if any diffi- 
culty arises with respect to any elec- 
tion of Parish or District Councillors, 
or to the first meeting after an ordin- 
any election of such Councillors, or, 
if from an election not being held or 
being defective or otherwise, the 
Council has not been properly con- 
stituted, the County Council may, 
by order, make any appointment or 
do anything which appears to them 
necesSary or expedient for the proper 


_ holding of any such election or meet- 


ing, and properly constituting the 
Council or Board, and may, if it 
appears to them necessary, direct the 
holding of an election or meeting, and 
fix the dates for any such election or 
meeting.’’ 

It will be seen from the above that 
the County Council has full power 
to investigate the irregularity which 
has taken place and to order a fresh 
election. We advise our friends to 
bring this matter to the notice of the 
County Council and to press for an 
order for a fresh election. The 
County Council is not bound to act, 
but by not doing so they would incur 
the onus of condoning a gross irregu- 
larity and of making a precedent for 
other returning officers. 


Do ALL the officers 
of your Party get the 
CTF Ozer 


If not, why not ? 


The “L.O.”’ 
serves ALL 
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Some Reports and Balance Sheets 


The report of the Woolwich Labour 
Party is, as usual, inspiring reading; 
4,290 members and an income from 
this source of £662 19s. ld. is suffi- 
cient to make the mouths water of 
every Party in the country. Affilia- 
tion fees reached a total of £584 
17s. 2d., and there was a profit of 
£344 As. 23d. on the Fayre and 
Festival. This Party paid £85 15s. 
in affiliation fees to the Labour Party. 
Its year’s work is one of solid and 
wonderful progress. 


The Nottingham Borough Labour 
Party is, from a financial standpoint, 
one of the healthiest Borough Par- 
ties in the country. Its income last 
year reached a total of £1,094 11s. 
lid.; the cash balances were over 
£300, and there were no liabilities. 
This Party carries out its obligations 
to Divisional Parties, and a sum of 
£54 14s. Od. was paid to the Divis- 
ions as their share of the central 
affiliation fees. A tip from Notting- 
ham is contained elsewhere in this 
issue. 


The Stockton and Thornaby Labour 
Party last year showed an income of 
£223 17s. 4d. from members’ sub- 
scriptions The affiliation fees paid 
to the Labour Party totalled £41 1s. 
4d. We note that the expenses of 
collection totalled £38 10s Q9d., 
which seems to support the view we 
have frequently expressed that from 
a business point of view it pays to 
recognise the special work of collec- 
tors. 


Congratulations to the Newport 
Labour Party on one of the finest 
achievements in the Movement. The 
balance sheet to hand shows that the 
income from members’ contributions 
totalled £372 3s. 10d., the actual 
individual membership standing at 
2,796 at the close of 1933. The 
women membership was 1,950. The 
Divisional accounts by no means cover 
all the activities, for we note that the 
turnover of the Liswerry Ward was 
over £1,000 last year. £120 was 
given by this ward to Divisional funds. 
The Party now hold 50 per cent. of 
the seats on the Newport Borough 
Council, and Labour’s figures at the 
last election showed a_ substantial 
Majority over-all its opponents. It 


appears, therefore, that the reward for 
the consistent work done by this 
Party and its officers will soon be 
reached. 


The report and balance sheet of 
the Hendon Constituency Labour 
Party is presented with a detail and 
in a form which is superior -to simi- 
lar documents emanating from a 
large number of Parties. This Party 
has consolidated its membership 
during the year; the number of mem- 
bers now stands at 1,053. The nett 
contributions of local Parties in re- 
spect of membership fees left a sur- 
plus to the division of over £50. The 
income from members’ subscriptions 
of the Hendon Local Party alone 
totalled £78 6s. Od. The divisional 
results show a slight drop on some 
recent figures, and this circumstance 
is by no means unusual. The experi- 
ence of a number of Parties has been 
that fairly rapid increases in mem- 
bership are often followed by a drop 
in the totals, the reason not being a 
real loss of paying membership, but 
consolidation of both membership 
and organisation. This steadying-up 
should not be accepted as the end 
of things, but really as a breathing 
space before harnessing the consoli- 
dated membership to a fresh bid for 
expansion. 


The report and balance sheet of 
the Preston Trades and Labour Coun- 
cil is an imposing document, and 
testifies to the strength of Labour in 
this town. The finances of the joint 
body run into four figures, and the 
total membership affiliated and _ indi- 
vidual is over eleven thousand. The 
bulk of this, of course, is affiliated 
membership, but a serious attempt 
is being made to build up individual 
membership on the penny per week 
basis. The Executive Committee re- 
port that the work was taken up with 
a considerable measure of success in 
two wards, and it is recognised that 
the personal contact maintained with 
Labour supporters by means of the 
scheme was an important factor in 
creating the victories in these wards 
at the municipal elections. Other 
wards have taken up the scheme, and 
the total received from penny per 
week membership during the yeat 
was £56 11s. 63d. 
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N.M. Voter 
Wrong Address 


A correspondent writes: There is 
a person on our register as an absent 
voter who is in the Navy. He is re- 
gistered at a certain address, but 
though I have called at every house 
in the district no one knows, or has 
ever known, the elector, while there 
is no such number as that for which 
this elector is’ registered. 

I entered an objection against the 
vote at the last revision court, but 
the wxegistration officer allowed the 
name to remain. One point mentioned 
was that the man actually voted in 
the last election, and I should like 
your advice on this matter. 

We are afraid our friend is not 
likely to receive much satisfaction 
out of this matter. In regard to the 
inaccuracy of the address there is a 
registration rule which cures any 
misnomer or inaccurate description 
of any person or place provided that 
the person or place is so designated 
as to be commonly understood. Not- 
withstanding that the number of the 
house cannot be found it is obvious 
that a more or less bona fide place 
in the constituency has been named 
in respect of which the voter has 
made a declaration stating that but 
for his service he would have had the 
necessary qualification at that place. 

Now the provision respecting naval 
and military voters is so unsatisfac- 
tory that so far as we can see it is 
quite open for a naval and military 
voter to name any address in the con- 
stituency and to sign a declaration 
stating that but for his service he 
would have a_ qualification there. 
There is no check whatsoever upon a 
claimant’s statement on this matter, 
and indeed the law provides that the 
mere statement is to be sufficient if 
there is no evidence to the contrary: 

We very much doubt if the regis- 
tration officer had the power to allow 
the objection which our friend made 
last year. Indeed, a real abuse has 
sprung up as the result of the limi- 
tation of registration officers’ powers 
in this respect. The R.O. is ex- 
pressly empowered to remove the 
name of a naval or military voter on 
receipt of a _ notification from the 
latter, or on receipt of a notification 
from the registration officer of an- 
other constituency that the voter is 


being registered there. Apart from 
this the registration officer must 
allow the name to remain. One of 
the text-books on registration com- 
ments thus :— 

“The requirement — most unsatis- 
factory and, indeed, the direct 
cause of much inaccuracy—may also 
be mentioned, that registration off- 
cers are not to remove the name of 
any serving naval or military voter 
from the register of electors in the 
absence of the man’s own declara- 
tion and the necessary notice that he 
is to be registered for some address 
other than the original. As a result 
naval and military voters who are 
known .to have removed from their 
registered addresses, in some cases 
for years, and whose present addresses 
are unknown, have their names re- © 
tained on the register. Such a course 
can be of little practical value, if 
any, to the elector, while it is un- 
questionably inconvenient and often © 
very misleading. It, therefore, fol- — 
lows that while the original registra- 
tion stands, which it does, until a 
disclaimer is received, a man may, in ~ 
the meantime, secure registration for 
himself and his wife in another con- 
stituency for the Parliamentary and — 
local government franchises.” 


+ 


LET THE 


BLACKFRIARS PRESS 


} 
; 
i 


HELP YOU 
I 


Printers of this Journal. 
Let us help you in your 
work by producing 
your literature in good 
and tasteful style at 
reasonable prices, and 
with quick despatch. 
Send us your enquiries. — 


THE BLACKFRIARS PRESS 


Phone 27164 LIMITED 
Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester 


